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Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society 
LINES WEST – BUCKEYE REGION CHAPTER 
**** Bulletin No. 2018-01   February, 2018 **** 

Ron Widman, Lines West Buckeye Region Chapter Newsletter  Editor  

                        
February, 2018 Chapter Meeting: 
 
        Our next Lines West meeting will be held on Sunday, February 25, 2018, 
1pm to 4:30 p.m. @ meeting room of the Hilltop Branch of the Columbus 
Metropolitan Library – 

511 S. Hague Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 

– located just north of the BP station on the corner of Sullivant and Hague 
Avenues. The Hague Ave. road reconstruction has been completed, so there is easy 
access off either Hague or Powell Avenues.                                                    
        The main item of business is the annual election of officers. Bert Kram is 
expected to handle the election process. Anyone who desires to run for a position 
should let Bert, or any of the current officers know of your interest. As always, the 
positions open for election are President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
        Following the business meeting Russ Thompson will present a photo show of 
eight western railroad museums visited on his 2017 trip to the Pacific coast.   He 
took many photos at the museums (more than can be shown in one meeting), so 
while not PRR subjects, we should see pictures of museums and equipment that 
many of us have never had the opportunity to see.  
        We are in a new year, time to renew your annual dues. We will accept dues 
payments ($10.00/ year) at the meeting. 
        Tables will be set up to display any items you would like to bring for our 
members to see. These can be artifacts, photos and models of projects you have 
been working on. 
 

Do you have a model under construction?  Bring it along to show us what 
you are working on! 
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From The Pennsy Magazine Collection. 

        The Pennsy magazine contains many facts and figures about PRR history 
regarding Columbus and the Ohio area, in addition to system wide coverage from 
the years 1952-1968.    
        The publication originated from Room 1417, Suburban Station Building in 
Philadelphia, the company magazine was sent out monthly to active and retired 
employees. 
        First published in June of 1952, The Pennsy was headed up by Editor I.K. 
Shuman and seven other members during 1953. The magazine writers and 
photographers would have undoubtedly traveled on PRR trains over the entire 
system producing 1 to 4 page stories on many topics. The company magazine 
informed every one of the latest equipment, developments and news related to the 
railroad.  
        The Pennsy also printed photos, news of employees at work, new operations,  
employee outings, hobbies and cartoons in addition to the column Mileposts on the 
Pennsy, focusing on the PRR’s 100 + year history. 

Coverage of The Neil Track was featured in the January 1953 issue: 

 

The Pennsy magazine format was 12” X 9 ¼”. 
(Actual size reduced to fit on page.) 
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During the 1950’s the mile long Neil Track had a total of 14 PRR 
business customers. 
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High-Visibility Yellow 
Also From The Pennsy. January 1953 issue, in the column Short-Runs, the story 
behind the PRR standard, hexagonal yellow pencil and how it came about.   
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All scans of The Pennsy and company pencils are from the Ron Widman collection 
 
 

A Final Word from Ron Widman 
The Columbus Historical Society is planning for major displays and 
programs on the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I this year. I am 
specifically in need of World War I material on the railroads in Columbus 
and the PRR to continue in my “Pennsylvania Railroad in Columbus” history 
exhibit at the society. I would appreciate any assistance you can give to this 
major history observance of 2018 
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